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ABSTRACT

Without doubt, rumours have become one of the defects of this era. As ancient a phenomenon as
it is, rumours manifest in various forms, and may relate to individuals or groups. Among the
principles of the shari ah is to protect the society from anything that brings harm to it and causes
its corruption. Based on this, the current study aims to identify the divine instructions in regards
to rumours and the way to deal with them, in addition to identifying the types of rumours, the
way they spread, the elements that influence this issue, and ways to be protected from rumours.
Among the most important reasons for choosing this topic is that many Muslim today do not
abide with the morals of Islam in regards to spreading rumours, possibly due to ignorance about
graveness of such an action, disregard from Muslims in general towards the plots of enemies that
threaten their own existence, and the lack of a clear methodology in dealing with rumours in
accordance to the Islamic perspective. This study clarified that rumours play an immense role in
influencing the morale of a nation, and in creating disintegration and hostility between members
of a single society. The stance of the shari ah towards rumours is a clear and straight one, which
is that of severity, rejection, and admonition from spreading them among Muslims. Also, Islam
guides to methods of immunisation and protection from rumours, so that the enemies of Islam
are left unable to achieve their evil goals and intentions from spreading rumours.

Keywords: rumour, phenomenon, al-ifk, society, Bani Mustalaq
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